All children and families
in Ventura County will
live and thrive in safe,
healthy communities.

The Vision: A Child, Youth, and Family Wellness System

Ventura County is taking a leading role in California to create a
Child, Youth, and Family Wellness System. This means every
door will be a “right door"” for a family to ask for the support
they need—with no blame, shame, or fear—to keep their family
strong and together.

Why Now

We are in an unprecedented moment with significant
California and federal reform opportunities and investments
in children and families. These initiatives are beginning to
shift the paradigm toward prevention. However, we know we
need to go farther. Instead of operating from a mindset of
“preventing bad things from happening to children,” Ventura
County will lead with a vision for child and family wellness
centered on equity and social justice.

We Can Do This—Together

This vision calls for an unprecedented level of engagement
from all of our public systems and community partners
who touch the lives of children and families, as well as from
parents and families who know what it takes to build their
natural strengths so they can thrive together.

We know the responsibility must be shared. No one system
has the mandate, reach, or resources to address both
person-specific situations and the social conditions that too
often have a lasting negative impact on children, youth, and
families—poverty, inadequate housing, racism, unemployment,
and community violence.
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Ventura County public, community,
and family partners have made

an unwavering commitment to
work together to align government,
community, and family stakeholders
to maximize wellness and quality of
life so all Ventura County children,
youth, and families are safe, healthy,
educated, and well, with a sense of
belonging, purpose, and opportunity
to achieve their aspirations.



CURRENT

Minimum wage
earners can't afford
the average rent of

$2,434

Since 2012, the
labor market has

LAGGED

behind all other county labor
markets in Southern California

More than

ONE-THIRD

of students in grades

3 through 11 are not meeting
state standards for English
language arts and math

In 2021-22,

50%

of residents expressed a need
for mental health services

In 2021, the 211 line received

101,745

calls from community
members reporting housing,
mental health support, and
healthcare as their top needs

0 In 2022,
o

97%

of individuals lived close

to a park or rec facility—
above the state average

What Does Success Look Like?

In partnership with families, we can reimagine our systems to create a new experience for
children, youth, and families—one of strength and wellness, in which they will thrive.
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REIMAGINED

“When my children
can call a place
‘home, that means
everything to me.”

“I feel proud that my job
can support my family,
and | see how I can
personally grow.”

“My children will create
their own future, because
their schools are teaching
them the joy of learning.”

“I can tell my doctor how |
feel, and what is wrong,
because they get where |
have been in my life.”

“I don't have to explain
who | am. | just have to
show up and the
connections happen.”

“My daughter is happy

when she is outside playing
with me. It helps when | can
focus on her, not what'’s
happening around us.”

* All statistics are from Ventura Country. Quotes are based on feedback from Ventura County peer parent conversations.

Join Us in Creating Ventura
County's Child, Youth, and
Family Wellness System

PUBLIC SYSTEM PARTNERS AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS PARENTS

Attend a Strengthening Families Collaborative meeting
Learn more and get the zoom link

Attend a Parents Voices! meeting
Learn more and RSVP here



https://www.partnershipforsafefamilies.org/
https://www.partnershipforsafefamilies.org/

